
 
   

Year 9 English Curriculum  
 

 AUT1 Lit AUT2 Lang SPR1 Lit SPR2 Lang SUM1 Lit SUM2 Lang 

Topic: 
 

Prose study 
 

Reading & Writing 
to imagine, 
explore, entertain 

Shakespeare Reading non-fiction to 
produce writing that 
argues, persuades and 
advises 
Spoken Language 

Poetry 
Play 

Reading non-fiction texts – 
comparison of viewpoint 
and perspective 

Knowledge 
covered: 
 

Embedding prior 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
texts to identify, 
understand and 
analyse how writer’s 
use:  

 Narrative 
voice 

 Character 

 Setting and 
atmosphere 

 Methods of 
creating 
meaning  

 Context 

 Language 
choices. 

 Structural 
choices. 

 To convey 
key ideas 
and themes 
throughout a 
text. 

Embedding 
knowledge of a 
range of 
imaginative texts 
and using: 

 Language 

 Genre 

 Intonation 

 Figurative 
language 

 Structural 
features e.g. 
flashback, 
circular 
narratives,  
cliffhanger, 
slow reveal. 

 

Embedding prior 
knowledge of 
Shakespearean texts and 
understand: 

 Elizabethan attitudes 

 The Globe Theatre 

 Stage crafting 

 Character 

 Structure 

 Plot 

 Setting, tone and 
atmosphere 

 Dialogue 
 

Embedding prior 
knowledge of non-
fiction texts in order 
to be able to write in 
style with knowledge 
of: 

 Vocabulary and 
sentence structure 
for purpose and 
effect 

 Spelling and 
punctuation 

 Clarity, variety and 
imagination  

 Tone, style and 
register  

 Form, purpose 
and audience - e.g. 
articles (headline, 
pictures, columns 
etc.) 

Embedding with 

confidence their prior 

knowledge of Poetry 

and/or the form of a play 

to a whole play, when 

analysing and evaluating 

how the writer’s use:  

 Dramatic/Poetic form 

and style 

 Characterisation tone 
and voice 

 Dramatic/Poetic 
devices 

 Language and 
techniques for effect 

 Setting, mood and 
atmosphere 

 Structural features 
(Act, scenes, 
exits/entrances etc.) 

 Poetic structure 
(stanzas, rhythm and 
rhyme) 

Embedding with 
confidence their prior 
knowledge of non-fiction 
texts and to understand: 

 Implicit and explicit 
meanings 

 The influence of 
contextual situations  

 How to Select and 
synthesise information 
from different texts 

 The structure of a text 

 The audience, form 
and purpose of a text 
and its relevance 

 How the writers’ ideas 
and perspectives 
compare  

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support with 
textual refences 

 How to formulate 
critical arguments that 
compare texts 
effectively 



 
 Context and themes 

and how they are 
presented 

 Audience/reader 
reception, for the 
context of a given 
play/poem 

 Key ideas that are 
developed in the whole 
text 

 Writer’s intentions 

 
Online 
Resources: 
 

Bitesize 
YouTube 
Appropriate online 
adaptation resources 
(National Theatre 
etc) 
 

Bitesize 
Seneca 
SAM Learning 

Bitesize 
Shakespeare online 
Folger Shakespeare 
ShakespeareHelp.com 
Shake Sphere 
No Fear Shakespeare 
 

BBC Bitesize 
News and/or 
documentary 
GCSE Pod 
YouTube 
Seneca Learning 

GCSEpod 
BBC bitesize 
YouTube 
Seneca Learning 
Theatre Online 

BBC Bitesize 
NEWS 
GCSE Pod 
YouTube 

 


