
Matthew Berkshire 

My name is Matthew and I am Head Boy within Wrenn School and I am currently study English 

Literature, Religious Studies and Sports Studies.  

 

I have been at Wrenn since year 7 and I can safely say that without this school and its staff I would 

not be the person I am today; I have grown confident, independent and, most importantly, ready for 

the real world! 

 

The community within Wrenn Sixth Form can be described in one word, family. Family is what it 

means to be in this life-changing Sixth Form, you can feel the atmosphere as soon as you step in the 

corridor, not one person is left out; I am sure you will be able to feel this as soon as you go off for 

your subject talks later tonight. I was recently involved with the interviewing of a new science 

teacher and, after spending some time with the sixth form science department, he stated that he 

“has never experienced such a close nit and friendly atmosphere” at a school before.  

 

Although without the students the family could not function, we could never dream of this 

environment we work and study in without the sixth form staff. Their crucial work with every 

student has enabled us to be the family we are today. Miss Ellis is tirelessly supporting our academic 

needs helping us to achieve our goals. Miss Dimmock, without her, our EPQ successes would be non-

existent. Miss Mayes is there for our every need, academic or pastoral, no matter how big or small. 

We are like every family however, there are times of high stress, but at the end of the day, we 

realise that everyone is trying to achieve the best for us as individuals. Everyone looks after each 

other no matter what the issue is or who you are. If you walked through the Sixth Form corridor 

during a normal working day you would witness laughing and joking with everyone socializing with 

each other; but, I must say that, for the record and for the sixth form staff, this does not take place 

during lesson time!  

 

We also have numerous events that are regularly available for all students to attend and such events 

are organised by the Sixth Form Prefect team with the Prefects listening to all students to find out 

what people would like to do; events include a foosball tournament, a spelling bee and a Just Dance 

session. Events are not always organised by the Prefects however and can be organised by anyone 

who has an idea or passion they want to express and this is always supported by the sixth form staff 

and community; a recent example of this would be the BAHM, Black and Asian History Month, 

celebrations which included forums/discussions and a culture day which brought us all together as 

one. 

 

Our Sixth form is unique as we provide a varying range of subject choice of not only academic 

subjects, such as sport studies to maths, but also a wide range of creative and expressive subjects 

such as performing arts or photography. In my opinion, this flexibility is a major attraction because it 

shows that the sixth form experience here at Wrenn is tailored to the individual; you are a person, 

not a number. When you first start here at Wrenn Sixth Form, there is a set period that allows you to 

drop, pick up and change different subjects and this prevents you from becoming stuck in an 

environment which you do not enjoy and that is of no benefit to your future studies/career path. 

Here at Wrenn, the Sixth form staff and all teachers are sympathetic of the fact that your ideas 

change and opinions change on what subjects your wish to study and they are here to help you to 

select the right ones for you, no matter what the reasoning is.  
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The support at Wrenn is second to none and the Sixth Form staff could not physically do more than 

they already do. The support does not fade throughout the year. Having good mental health is 

extremely crucial in being a healthy person but also crucial in being successful in our studies. This 

has been recognised by the sixth form staff resulting in a Mental Health Awareness group being 

formed by Miss Mayes and the school councillor Mrs Wilson-Smith. In these sessions, we learn the 

importance of mental health, how we can help those with mental health issues, how to look after 

our own mental health and stress relief techniques (especially for exam stress). Every fortnight we 

have a tutoring session with our form tutor to discuss what is going on in our academic lives and our 

personal lives, it is a safe space where we can be discussing any positive or negatives we want to talk 

about. This support is encompassed by the personal experience you will have at Wrenn Sixth Form 

and as I said earlier we are people not numbers or statistics. As a student, you could go up to any 

member of the sixth form team and ask them who am I, what do I study and what do I plan on doing 

post-18 and they will know. It is a great feeling because it shows that the care for us is real and not 

because they have too.  

 

Charity is a massive focus not only for Wrenn School, but also for the Sixth Form and we are very 

passionate no matter what the cause is. Every year we have a Christmas appeal, for example 

collecting toys or presents for children who will not receive any, and this year we are collecting food 

donations and selection boxes for the local food Bank, The Daylight Centre. We also have charity 

appeals throughout the year for example, Children in Need, Macmillan Coffee morning and the 

mental health charity Minds. We all come together as a sixth form for the greater good to make a 

social change and it is something we are all passionate about. 

 

I hope you have an amazing night looking round our amazing sixth form and I hope you find out 

everything you need to know; remember that no question is too small to ask, do not be afraid, it is 

important you know all the facts when it comes to such a big decision such as this.  

   


