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A letter from the Principal 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

For the final time this academic year we bring you news from Wrenn. We have had a great 

end to term with students and staff involved in a variety of events; from Rewards Trips to 

Year 9 Graduation. Our students and staff have all been wonderful and really embodied our 

WRENN ethos. The Duke of Edinburgh expeditions have been running all year with the latest 

being the Year 9 Bronze challenge  - well done to all staff and students involved! 

 

We've had an exceptionally busy term with external exams and assessments and we have 

also said teary goodbyes to both Year 11 and Year 13 students. We're looking forward to 

being excited with them on the results days in August, waving our Year 13 students off to 

their chosen destinations, and welcoming many of our Year 11 students back into the Sixth 

Form in September.  

 

It is also the time of year when we express our gratitude and say goodbye to staff who are 

moving on to new challenges (or exciting plans in retirement!). I would like to thank all staff 

who are leaving us; not only for their service at Wrenn, but also the contribution that they 



have made towards our culture and community. I am sure all staff and students will join me 

in wishing them well in their future endeavours! 

 

I wish you all a happy and safe break, there is information attached about the return to 

school for September; until then, I hope you all have a restful summer.  

School Trips 

 

Duke of Edinburgh  - Bronze Award 

A big congratulations to all those year 9 students that completed their Bronze Duke of 

Edinburg expedition last week.  It's been a bumper year with close to 40 students 

completing the 2 days walk and camping adventure in the wilds of Rutland.  In fact, we had 

so many students taking part we had to run it as 2 trips for the first time. 

Our intrepid explorers planned and plotting their own routes from the drop of point to the 

campsite and then their walk out to the finish point on day two. Carrying all their equipment, 

food and the essential sugary snacks they marched through the countryside. Despite the odd 

Blister and some rather interesting culinary creations on the camping stoves did themselves 

and Wrenn proud! 

 

25th World Scout Jamboree - Korea 

There are two pupils going to Korea and they have been chosen as part of the 36 strong 

Northamptonshire Unit to attend the 25th World Scout Jamboree in Korea - they leave on 

29th July and will spend 3 weeks there. To be able to go they have spent the past 18 months 

fundraising nearly £4,000 each to be able to attend. There is also an opportunity for people 

to join in from the UK which maybe of interest to some in the School - see link below: 



https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-

events/international-

events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVz

kcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK5

1LLYjQ0 

Both the girls are actively involved in Scouts and have had many adventures and learnt many 

Skills for Life.  Young people can also take part in DoE through Scouts if they donΩt do it at 

School and the Young Leader programme can provide volunteering opportunities for DoE. In 

terms of other opportunities Scouting is a great opportunity for all Young People.  

More information at www.wellingboroughscouts.co.uk or by contacting Adrian Jewell, our 

Deputy District Commissioner, Development - adrian_jewell@hotmail.com. 

Year 10 Hunstanton Trip 

"Sunny Hunny" 

Our year 10's enjoyed the weather in Sunny Hunstanton this month.  We took 150 students 

over three days to the coast to explore the impacts of coastal management 

processes.  Whilst on the beach the students got the opportunity to carry out a range of 

fieldwork techniques, including groynes measurements, beach profiles and sediment 

analysis.  We learnt how equipment was used, including clinometers, callipers and 

quadrats!  Students then enjoyed some proper English Fish and Chips and a go on the penny 

arcades!  ... and not a raindrop in sight! 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-events/international-events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVzkcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK51LLYjQ0
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-events/international-events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVzkcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK51LLYjQ0
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-events/international-events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVzkcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK51LLYjQ0
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-events/international-events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVzkcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK51LLYjQ0
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/international-scouts-and-events/international-events/wsj/dreamlive?fbclid=IwAR2iosxKbflYswztYZ3Qdx6hvUzYEOehaSRNDHCJvVqOzoPPVzkcPm3N430_aem_AS2ldkSt5fLKsuOeQqnw4DCNmbP6a6sFTp_Aj8bhyUsfvUQJbe1Z3eiFLUK51LLYjQ0
https://www.wellingboroughscouts.co.uk/


 

 



Carnegie Shortlist - National Carnegie Awards 

 

Seven of Wrenn's students, "The Bookworms" as they like to be called, have been reading a 

selection of seven books and reviewing them for the awards. Some students have made 

their way through all seven! 

Our students have reviewed and chosen their favourite book, and went to Weavers School, 

along with students from the other schools.  

 

It was a lovely afternoon at Weavers on Wednesday 21st June. They took part in a fun quiz 

all about the seven shortlisted books they have read. The students were all mixed up to get 

to know everyone, which was nice to see them all chatting away. They also had some 

yummy cake! Яаб  All the students had a really good afternoon. The winner was chosen by all 

students from all four schools that attended. They have all submitted their top choice and 

the results are in... 

It sadly, was not the overall winner. Wrenn chose 'I must Betray you'. 

 

The Carnegie WINNER was 'The Blue Book of Nebo' by Manon Steffan Ros 

 



Opinions can sometimes differ, but the experience of gathering and sharing views with like-

minded students must have been interesting. 

I'm sure the question we all want answers to... how good was that cake? 

 



 



 



Chester House Trip 

 

On Thursday June 22nd the History department led a KS3 reward trip to The Chester House 

Estate. This is known for its historical significance and rich archaeological heritage providing 

a unique setting for our students to explore the past. Under the guidance of experienced 

archaeologists and trained professionals, our students had the opportunity to actively 

engage with archaeological tasks as part of a live excavation. Students visited the ARC and 

saw the storage of thousands of artefacts and examined some of these with the latest 

technology. 

 

During this trip, students engaged in various archaeological activities, such as field walking, 

documenting findings, and analysing artefacts. They learned about essential excavation 

techniques, record observations, and gained an insight into the processes involved in 

uncovering and interpreting historical remains. 

This hands-on experience was fantastic and helped to foster critical thinking, problem-

solving skills, and developed an appreciation for the value of preserving our cultural heritage. 

Our students were supported by the University of Leicester Archaeology and Ancient History 

department and our lead for the day - Graham was a wealth of knowledge and an inspiration 

to us. 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the team and staff at Chester House on behalf 

of Wrenn school staff and students who visited last Thursday. All the students were buzzing 

with excitement about the trip and we have heard the next day, a year 9 student was asking 

about what Science's she needed to be an archaeologist. We were also so impressed by the 

friendliness we encountered from all the staff. Some Wrenn students are already planning 

future visits with their families. Please check out their fantastic events too. 

Chester House events 

https://chesterhouseestate.org/events/upcoming-events/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

UCAS Careers Fair 

The UCAS Trip was run on January 20th to allow students to speak to representatives from 

most of the UK Universities to help them decide whether University is the right choice for 

them. There were 133 Universities with their representatives there for students to speak to. 

This will have been a fantastic opportunity for students to ask some important questions 

about the campus and the courses they wish to take. Some universities had demo stalls set 

up to show some of the activities the students will learn.  

Class Highlights 

 



 

Geography 

We have had a busy year in geography, with students having the opportunity to learn topics 

including climate change, rainforests, deserts, megacities, slums and more!  Lower school 

are currently working on fieldwork, which sees the year 7's and 8's conducting experiments 

around the school site.  Year 7's will be exploring the best place to install a wind turbine and 

solar panel, whilst year 8's are investigating which site has the best environmental 

quality!  We will use a range of equipment to achieve this, including anemometer, decibel 

sound measure, thermometer, compass, stopwatch and bubbles! 

Music 

In Years 7 and 8, we have been looking at musical phrasings across several genres. They have 

been exploring this using the Keyboards and percussion instruments (and some other select 

instruments if they play them). They have also been gaining confidence in performing for 

others in the classroom. Year 10 upwards have been developing their own compositions and 

sharpening their recording skills. Many students across the years have been eager to play in 

the 'Summer's Here' Showcase. 

Languages 

There has been a successful year for Languages at Wrenn. We have continued increasing 

numbers in KS4, taken students to exciting trips and continued promoting the importance of 

languages in the world of work. Students have shown much more confidence applying the 

language in lessons, showing a great ability to speak in the target language. We have also 

entered many students to several GCSE exams (Spanish, French, Polish, Russian, etc) as well 

as achieving great outcomes with our A- level students, who will be going to some of the 

most prestigious universities in the UK.  

Extra-curricular 



Year 7 have had a fantastic year! It is clear from the achievement points that they have 

quickly learnt how to demonstrate the Wrenn Ethos. The growth and resilience that these 

children have shown this year is remarkable. Pupils have mastered archery, sailing and 

swimming. We have had a champion athlete, a black belt martial artist and pupils competing 

in the National Flag Football finals at Tottenham Hotspur! More importantly, we have built a 

community of trust and friendship; we are proud to look out for each other, we are proud to 

celebrate our achievements, we are truly Proud to be Wrenn! 

Sports/P.E 

They have already hit the ground running and we wish them the very best in their new roles. 

In May/June, we saw our Year 13s undertake their external A Level/BTEC 

examinations.  They showed great determination and resilience throughout this period, and 

we look forward to celebrating with them in August when the results arrive.  We were so 

pleased that after all their hard work, they were able to let their hair down at Prom on 

28th June.  It was a really enjoyable evening. 

On June 20th, we took all our Year 12 students to a UCAS event in Bedford.  Students were 

given the opportunity to expand their research into over 150 universities represented at the 

fair. This follows on from our internal UCAS launch in which all students were given advice on 

how to complete a UCAS application and the best approach to writing a personal statement.  

On 10th and 11th July, we hosted a successful Induction programme in which we welcomed 

over 100 internal and external Year 11 students to 'taste' subjects they were interested in 

studying in 6th Form as well as to take part in team-building activities with out current Year 

12 students.  We look forward to celebrating with them also in August on Results Day. 

Finally, we look forward to 6th Form Olympics on 17th July when we compete against the 

schools within and around the Wellingborough community in various sporting 

activities.  Having not had Olympics since before the Covid-19 pandemic, we are really eager 

to show what we're made of and bring home that trophy! 

6th Form 

We have had a very active and exciting year in 6th Form! 

Throughout the year, our students have been actively involved in raising money for various 

charitable events, including 'Jeans for Genes', 'Sports Relief' and 'Children in Need'.  In April, 

eight of our Year 12 students mustered up the courage and stamina to take on the Welsh 

3000 Challenge, traversing 16 peaks in four days to raise money to create sensory rooms to 

support mental health within our school community.  We are proud to say that we have 

raised £xxx this year for all these worthy causes.  

Furthermore, our students have been demonstrating their leadership capabilities through 

our Give-Back programme which was launched in September.  In addition to peer mentoring, 



which has been part of our 6th Form culture for a while, we added the reading buddy, 

academic mentoring and after school club leader assistant programmes to ensure that 

students had a wide variety of opportunities to give back to the school community.  They 

have done a fantastic job this year in their various roles. Furthermore, after a somewhat 

intense application and interview process, we recently appointed the following students to 

serve as Prefect for the academic year 2023/2024. 

The Hospitality and Catering GCSE class provided the catering for the Christmas music 

concert, Designing and making all the food and drinks as well as serving on the night. Year 9 

food students have been developing a variety of technical decorative techniques learning a 

variety of GCSE level skills. 

DT students have produced some innovative and skilled outcomes for their projects in GCSE 

and A-Level, including mechanise from a special place and a device to store and move 

timber packs. In Art we have seen some amazing pieces, exploring portraiture and creative 

use of maps to convey meaning. In year 8 students had the chance to explore positive and 

negative space, including carving soap after studying Landscape art. Photography students 

have been examining techniques to enhance their images, including the use of mirrors and 

the effect of cracked glass. As always, we are so proud of our students and can't wait to see 

what they can achieve moving forward. 

Sociology is always a whirlwind! We study real life so talk about events as they happen. As 

such, my year 13s watched the terrible breaking news that doctors were heading to the 

Queen and Liz Truss was going to see the King mere days apart. It is a privilege to share and 

study the importance of these key moments. Year 11 grew from strength to strength; it was 

amazing to see the confidence grow in them. True resilience! 55 year 10s have begun to 

tackle the subject and are bringing new opinion and passion. Year 12 have embraced the 

content heavy A-Level with vigour and we are looking forward to the new year to keep up 

the impetus. 

In Technology, Art and Design this year we have been stretching and challenging students in 

a variety of areas. With students now allowed to use all the equipment we have on offer it 

has been lovely to see them exploring what we have. 

 



 

 

History continues to be extremely relevant to our students. This year they have lived 

through the death of the longest reigning monarch, coronation of the new king and the year 

of three Prime Ministers. This links to our curriculum where we study monarchy and 

democracy over time. Some of our year 7 students were inspired by our unit on medieval 

castles and created some wonderful models - we clearly have some budding architects! We 

were also fortunate to have received a donation of original artefacts, including chain mail, a 

shield, a helmet and a sword, and a working model trebuchet.  



 

PSHEE has gone from strength to strength this year; our curriculum programme is better 

than ever before, we've had amazing feedback from students who feel confident about the 

topics they're learning and we've developed assessment to help strengthen students 

understanding and progress. We've also been lucky enough to have external visitors, 

including The Soloman Theatre, Online Safety: Northampton West and the Exodus project: 

youth violence. These real-life experiences have all complemented the work we've done in 

the classroom.  

These are some of the fantastic results students have achieved this year; 

Year 7 - 63% of students scored 80% or higher in their last test; 95% achieved 60% or higher. 

Year 8 - 75% of students scored 80% or higher in their last test; 96% achieved 60% or higher. 

Year 9 - 74% of students scored 80% or higher in their last test; 92% achieved 60% or higher. 

Year 10 - 75% of students scored 80% or higher in their last test; 96% achieved 60% or higher. 

News and Events 

 



Barclays Life Skills - Job interviews 

"Tell me about yourself?" 

Students were able to ask questions and practice Job interviews. It sounds simple to tell 

someone why you think you would be good for the role, but there are actually so many 

things to think about, from how your body language comes across, are you dressed 

appropriately for the role and have you prepared for those all important questions which 

come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Cast your minds back to your first ever job interview, 

of if you dare... the worst one 

We are hoping that this has prompt them into thinking more in depth about applying for a 

job and to consider other aspects such as: 

ω What do you know about the organisation? - Has the applicant thought about and 

are keenly interested in that specific company 

ω Explain a time where you found a simple solution to a complicated problem? - Can 

the individual problem solve and become an asset to the organisation. 

ω How are you when it comes to working in a team/solo? - Which environment will 

they work best in, will they be a suitable fit, can they work on initiative, can they 

think of examples of when these things happened. 

In an interview setting, everyone dreads that "dear in the headlights" moment, so we would 

like our students to prepare for those situations, to reduce the likeliness of that happening. 

Remember to do your best, great employers can see past nerves and they can also see 

someone who really is a good fit. 

 

6th Form Leavers Assembly & BBQ 

We're getting closer to saying our final farewells to our 6th Form Students. The leavers 

assembly celebrated their achievements, contributions and quirks (with some funny awards 

with categories such as:  



- Mostly likely to lose their phone down the toilet 

- Mostly likely to survive a zombie apocalypse 

- Most likely to get famous via TikTok 

We're going to miss them, but hopefully they are going to go on to do great things. What 

better way to celebrate than a Video of their memories here at Wrenn, some good food, 

cooked by their favourite teachers and a bit of singing and Ice cream in the rain. 

Don't go too far yet, We'll see you again for the exams. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


