Principal's Update Newsletter (Nov
Dec)

e
&%

WRENN
SCHOOL
Creative
Education
Trust

Nov- Dec 2025

In This Issue

€

Term Time Roundps
House Updates

Cooking with Remi

€ €& ¢

Y11 Cooking with Mussels

w GoKarting with with year 9

w Wellingborough School Art Competition
Choir at Wellingborough Twinkle Lights
Music: Winter Student Showcase

Wrenn's Got Talent

€ €& € ¢€

Box Clever A Christmas Carol

New Clubs

€

w Culture Day Coming soon



w Christmas Tree Competition

w The Wellbeing Hub
Careers News

w What's been happening
Sports

w District Cross Country

w District Athletes

w Y7 Football Quarter Finals County Cup
Giving back

w Remembrance Day

w The Great Wrenn School Food Bank Collection

Dates for Diary

Wrenn's new Promo video

= f . / =4 g3 g
—_ B~ - - e - B 3 X “\ " = | : s 3
T o pnre | SRR

, R S | R
'~ ( \ ——— .\‘{—“.f p—
—
o pran o . -
il 1"; A ‘ it
j ge [ 2} e :
’l
enn ©
PROUD TO B

If you haven't seen it yet, please pop over to our Facebook page and check out what our ex
student, Mitch Williams has created with Black Revolver.

Click forPromo Video


https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1Ff4ECeQvi/
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We Are Winners!

SECONDARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR

WINNER

WRENN SCHOOL
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WeQe only gone and done it!!! We are officially Northamptonshire Education A®ard
Secondary School of the Ye2025! We are so thankful to our staff, our students and the
support of our community, all of whom make us who we are everyday.

Wrenn school stands out because it strikes the rare and powerful balance between

exceptional pastoral care and unwavering academic and behavioural expectations for all
students.

For manystudentsschool life is not just about achieving academic success, but also the
provision of a safe and nurturing environmer@®ur exceptional Counselling, Pastoral and
Safeguarding teams gabove and beyondh supporting students who are going through
difficult life experienceslt is important that schools like Wrenn are recognised for the part



they play in shaping the lives of our young people and showing them that kindraegesnd
hard work can really shape their futures and give them something to look forward to.

They said:

Wrenn School has cultivated an environment where every child can thrive. Diversity in all its
forms are celebrated, whether cultural, linguistic, neurodiverse and beyond, and the school
strikes the rare and powerful balance between exceptional pastoral care and unwavering
academic and behavioral expectatidhs

Term Time Roundps

Year 7

We made it to Christmas! It's been an absolute pleasure getting to know the pupils and

share experiences with them. They have already grown so much and it is amazing how much
they have achieved.

We had a wonderful celebration assembly yesterday where the pupils were fantastic at
supporting and celebrating each other. We had Kool and The Gang, Celebrate to walk in, Rick
Astley in the middle (there's got to be a Rick Rolling surprise in there somewhere) and a
Maria Carey sing along to end. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves!

| would like to thank you all for the support and kind words that you have given since
September. It is when we are working together that the pupils get the best deal.



| hope that you had a restful break and it's great to see Y7 back in 2026 and raring to go.
HELEN MAINPRIZE
PROGRESS LEADER: YEAR 7

Year 8
Another 7week term and Year 8s have continued to demonstrate excellence, perseverance
and resilience.

This term we introduced our Year 8 form competition for SPARX homewbrged
congratulationsto 8R who were the first form winners of this competition, and they chose
their prize ofgkip the queu€passes. This was very much appreciated by the tutees of 8R.
Keep up the hard work 8RItidl be interesting to see if any other form can knock them off
the top spot.

We have also introduced o@PARX lunchtime homework cldbis term. While this was

due to launch this term, we have postponed it to start in January. Our SPARX lunchtime
homework club is for students in Year 8 who have 30% or beletvacompletion of their
SPARX homework, this supportive measure will give our students the opportunity to
complete this during the school day. Students will be removed from the homework club
once their homework has made improvements. If you have any questions regarding this,
please feel free to email meharlotte.gibbs@wrennschool.org.uk

This term we celebrated several successes:

Preston Mc¢ Preston attended a Rubix Cube competition and achieved his quickest time yet!
Preston kindly allowed us to play his video in assembly and it was clear than many students
were in awe of thisA huge congratulations to Preston!

Patricia Z¢ auditioned for our Wren@ Got Talent show playing the violin and made it
through to the final show. A brilliant achievementvell done, Patricia!! Blake B and Olly H
¢ both have been awarded theiBeKindat Wrenn badge. This is because both have
demonstrated kindness for their peers and the staff at Wrenn. Well done Blake and Olly!

Iris C and Phoebe LigIHave been awarded th®rincipals Awardor Never Giving Up. Both
girls demonstrate fantastic determination consistentlgongratulations girls!!

Reminders:

w Blazers are compulsory. Students are expected to be arriving to school with their
blazer. If your child has misplaced theirs, please encourage them to contact their
form tutor who can help rectify this.

w We kindly ask that you remind your child that we have a zero tolerance to rough play.
We do not want any of our students to become seriously harmed so we would
appreciate you also giving this reminder.


mailto:charlotte.gibbs@wrennschool.org.uk

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.
CHARLOTTE GIBBS
PROGRESS LEADER YEAR 8

Year 9

Dear parents & careerapw we have completed the autumn term, | wanted to take a
moment to reflect on the fantastic progress Year 9 has made. It has been a term full of hard
work, growth, and achievements, and | am incredibly proud of the effort and resilience
shown by our students.

We celebrated the end of term with 6 our celebrations assembly where t3@istudents

were given shoutouts by members of staff for all kinds of reasons. It was lovely to see such a
range of students and the reasons given. | hope our students were as proud as Mrs Gordon
and | areThis term, we have seen students engage enthusiastically in their learning, support
one another, and demonstrate the values that make our school community so special. Thank
you for your continued support in helping them succeed.

As we were heading into the Christmas break, | encouraged students to take time to rest,
recharge, and enjoy time with family and friends. It is great to see them back and ready for
an exciting spring term ahead.

Warm regards,
BETH JERRETT
PROGRESS LEADER YEAR 9

Year 10
Year 10 have successfully completed another busy and productive half term as they continue
to settle into the demands of their GCSE subjects. Across the year group, pupils have shown

growing confidence and we are still witnessing a great deal of maturity towards their new
GCSE studies!

We have had a busy half term for coursework deadlines in subjects such as Business and
Health and Social Care. Many pupils have approached these with focus and determination,
developing essential independent working skills. Miss Earl and MrRBloérts regularly

had CP2 filled with pupils staying in at lunch to add, amend and try their hardest on their
coursework- you are all fantastic!

Looking beyond the classroom, Year 10 have beguBérelays Life Skills programma
four-session course designed to develop CV writing and interview skills. The first session
focused on identifying personal strengths and achievements, encouraging pupils to reflect
positively on what they can offer future employers. We are really grateful for this connection
with the Barclay's team, and this first session marks another year working in partnership



with them. These sessions have perfectly coincided with work experience launching this half
term, with several pupils already securing placements for the veeakmencing 6th July

2026 This is a fantastic start, and we look forward to seeing many more placements
confirmed in the coming months and pupil's utilising what they are learning in their Barclay's
session to put their best foot forward when applying for the placements.

Something we had loved watching last half term was the support Y10 have for one another,
particularly during assemblies. They have also shown "be kind" at Wrenn in the true spirit of
Christmas through their enthusiastic engagement in Wrennmas. The initiative encouraged
kindness and community, with pupils receiviegl Wrennmas tickets  that, when drawn
during lineups, won them a prize and the opportunity to nominate a friend to receive one
too. It has been wonderful to see such positivity and generosity across the year group.

We are incredibly proud of the individual successes achieved last half $ermuel W,

Marcus B and Sophia @presented the school i@ross Countrand have all qualified to
represent the district at th&€€ounty Championships January 202@arcy PandSienna P
independently sourced and completed work experience during the October half term and
received phenomenal feedback for both their teamwork and individual skills in the

workplace. A special mention also goes to Kamila P, who had earned the most student house
points in the year group last half term, and to tutor group 10A for achieving the highest tutor
group house points.

In total, Year 10 accumulated an impressive000 house point$ast half termt a brilliant
reflection of their effort, engagement and positive attitude. Well done to all Year 10 pupils
for another excellent half term.

CASIE WRIGHT
PROGRESS LEADER: YEAR 10

Year 16 come to Homework Club. Get yourself GCSE ready by getting into good
independent learning habits!
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Year 11

Year 11 had a very busy and productive half term, and | am extremely proud of the maturity
and commitment they have shown during this intense time!

The term began with English, Maths and Science assessments, which have provided a clear
snapshot of where students are currently performing. Not only this, but experiencing
assessments under exam conditions again has been crucial for supporting pupils in learning
examination routines and expectations. Once the grades were in, students received their
results during a mock results assembly. We discussed the grades but most importantly,
pupils were guided to complete a reflection sheet focusing on how effective their revision
strategies had been anghat they need to do next, or ask for next, in order to improve in

their next assessment period. This reflective approach is a vital skill and as | told Y11,
reflection means improvement.



Destination assemblieand applications to 6th form took place last half term. Applications

for Wrenn Sixth Form are nowlosed and interviews have already begun. It has been
fantastic to see students thinking carefully about their future pathways and engaging
positively with these discussions. They are using their mock interview knowledge from last
half term and their interviews PSHEE lesson to absolutely smash their sixth form interviews!
#proud.

After mocks, we returned to revision as a key focus this term. Students attended revision
assemblies where Mrs Patrick (Curriculum Lead for Maths) and Mrs Crawley (Curriculum
Lead for English) shared top tips to support effective revision in their subjects #flashcards
#showyourworkingsout. In addition, Miss Wright delivered an assembly on the importance
of revision timetables demonstrating how to create a realistic and effective timetable that
balances revision with hobbies and Period 6 sessions.

In between the academic demands of this term, Year 11 also took part in a mental health
workshop, which focused on managing the stress and pressures that naturally come with
Year 11 and exam preparation. This was a valuable opportunity for students to reflect on
their wellbeing and learn strategies to support themselves during this busy year.

We were also delighted to welconiox Cleveback into school, who delivered a live
production ofA Christmas Cardt the end of term. A fantastic performance which is
another way of embedding these key texts into our Y11 brains! They returned this week to
perform Macbeth, which will further support studenf3earning in English.

As if the last half term hasn't been busy enough, in the last week, all Year 11 students took
part in English intervention sessions, focusing on misconceptions and gaps identified from
the English assessments earlier this term. These targeted sessions are an important part of
ensuring every student continues to make progress. As we move into the new yeatr, there

will be more "basics booster” sessions scheduled. This is something we do every year for our
Y11 cohorts and proves to be effective in filling those knowledge gaps as we inch closer to
exams.

OurPoints Mean Prizesompetition really ‘hotted up' before Christmas. A special shout out
goes toTor, Emmie and Lewiwho achieved the highest Period 6 and LRC attendance last
half term- whoop whoop! Well done team! Overall, 139 pupils have attended &téi00l

revision last terny, a fantastic effort, but can we push this number closer to 200 this term?

Continuing withPoints Mean Prizesve now have 199 pupils who have reached the first

prize threshold of 600 points and earned themselvéd @ voucher. As of 16/12/25, the top

of the leader board was incredibly close, winace A, William L, Tor \WWand Teofil Lall

tied on 840 points each. It is going to be very exciting to see who secures those BIG prizes!
We finished the term with a celebration assembly, recognising students nominated by staff
for demonstrating a strong Attitude to Learning, showing iNrenn ethos of working hard,

and standing out in lessons or around school. The assembly also included a huge golden



ticket draw as well as another prize draw where x200 vouchers were awarded to
students with excellent attendance over the past two weeks usingitiagnes in a hat
method.

Well done, Year 11, on a fantastic Autumn term. We hope you got some rest over the break
and we now have all subject mocks from the 12tlafiuary. Remember the key to success

is sticking to aevision timetableand using effective revision strategies when you are
revising...

w 45minute chunks only.

w Do something rather than reviewing something (ie, do an exam question, don't just
read).

w Dual coding pictures and words!

w Try and give examples for everything! (eg, give an example of a quote to show a
theme in English).

w Can you make links between topics?
MISS WRIGHT AND THE RAISING ATTAINMENT TEAM

Sixth Form

Another busy term! The Autumn term was a significant milestone for our Year 13 students as
they prepare for life beyond Sixth Form. All early applicants for Oxbridge, Medicine,
Dentistry, and Veterinary Medicine successfully met the October deadline, and the majority
of UCAS applications are now submitted ahead of the 14th January 2026 deadline. We are
proud to see a wide range of destinations, including competitive university courses and
degree apprenticeships, reflecting the ambition and individuality of our students. Thank you
to our tutors and the 6tH-orm Leadership team for their invaluable support with personal
statements, references, and mock interviews.

Our Sports Prefect organised a competitive Charity Volleyball Match, wiaista fantastic
display of teamwork and energy. Students raised funds for a great cause while enjoying a fun
and competitive event that showcased leadership and school spirit.

We are delighted to celebrate the outstanding achievements inG&d Public Speaking
Competition 2025 Congratulationgo Gustavine who emerged as the winnefafadzwe

who secured third place, and Bart, who received a special commendation. Their confidence
and communication skills were truly inspiring.

The term concluded with our Success Assembly, where we recognised academic
achievement and ethos values across Sixth Form. This was followed by our annual Winter
Ball, held at the O&t a wonderful evening of celebration and community spirit to end the
year on a high note.



NATASHA THOMAS FRANCIS
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

Congratulations!
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A huge well done to Gustavine who won the public speaking competitionQvihtive
Education TrustTafadzwa also came 3rd, Bart received a special mention and we were also
so proud of Katie who stepped out of her comfort zone to deliver a heartwarming speech.

Cooking with Remi ldowu

We had the pleasure of welcoming Remi Idowu on 24th November, not only to share some
of her delicious recipes with our 6th Form, but also to deloarking lessonsvith our
Young Careralong with a Q&A in what it takes to bevamal sensation Having come so far


https://www.facebook.com/CreativeEducationTrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYbf7P1VeyAQ-5hmcEiJ9gGvuhQyf476trIAi19JGhnyWgvCVfkeuo8ArpECrGgVaf7Lhb07BkOlkViinn8XEfb1IQ2PQU-AJ1ybDrcc0dAIygZ7E_3ExM1oIbpQgmOdz5U6-6Yhyq8ndkmFaM1mOo7qMVvuhuyc1FPN1OmF1mGdDswrimAyx-ybkJisUw7h8I&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CreativeEducationTrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYbf7P1VeyAQ-5hmcEiJ9gGvuhQyf476trIAi19JGhnyWgvCVfkeuo8ArpECrGgVaf7Lhb07BkOlkViinn8XEfb1IQ2PQU-AJ1ybDrcc0dAIygZ7E_3ExM1oIbpQgmOdz5U6-6Yhyq8ndkmFaM1mOo7qMVvuhuyc1FPN1OmF1mGdDswrimAyx-ybkJisUw7h8I&__tn__=-%5dK-R

working with the likes ofamie Oliveiand making it on thé&orbes 30 under 30st, we
appreciated the visit from the Wellingborougitown Chef, Baker and content creator.

Her passion for food started young. Growing up in England with Ghanaian and Nigerian
parents, she was surrounded by the bold, rich flavours of West African cuikaeing

how to make the most out of simple ingredients, balance flavours, and, most importantly,
create meals meant to be shared.

Thank you, Mrs Thomd&srancis, Mrs Henry and Miss Earl, for arranging this brilliant
opportunity.

Follow @FoodbyRemwhere she shares delicious recipes with over 1 million+ food lovers
across social media.

or the Jamie Oliver websittr recipesjamieolivercookeryschool.com/sugapiceflavour
packeddinnersand-dessertsto-crave/

foodbyremi.com/



https://www.facebook.com/foodbyremi
https://jamieolivercookeryschool.com/sugar-spice-flavour-packed-dinners-and-desserts-to-crave/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOSXNBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBlemxFdWhVM05NNjlpTmFyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHmqZPYanvzygG4GiINSjlm9dn8ubl8pZVRTl-Nv5G3YoTKK1r0lL0mBOdCSx_aem_BkZ-HEUliv6HEG0hHfnzzQ
https://jamieolivercookeryschool.com/sugar-spice-flavour-packed-dinners-and-desserts-to-crave/
https://jamieolivercookeryschool.com/sugar-spice-flavour-packed-dinners-and-desserts-to-crave/
https://www.foodbyremi.com/
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Flavour-packed dinners
and desserts to crave







Y11 Cooking with Mussels
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Spectacular dishes with Mussels

Mrs Brotherston and her students were cooking up a seafood feast in the kitchen earlier in
the term. Not only did they cook a Jamie Oliver special, but knowing how to prepare these
Mussels was also a very important part of the lesson.

If you do choose to try this dish for yourself, remember your training students!
It's Gone badf:

w Cracked shell

w Already open too much before boiling

w Doesn't stay closed when pushed closed

w After boiled- Doesn't open
Remember to wash them too!

Lots of students were very impressed with how tasty their dishes were, and did you know
Mussels are high in protein witdmostno fat! Many of our sporty students were very
interested in that fun fact.

Thankfully, the Mussels donated byffshoreSheivere in great condition which meant our
students could get right to the fun part.

Thanks td=ood Teachers Cent&Fishmongers Cpart of FishHeroes

Want to try it for yourselfHttps://www.jamieoliver.com/inspiration/angrmussels3-ways/



https://www.facebook.com/offshoreshellfish
https://foodteacherscentre.co.uk/fish-heroes/
https://fishmongers.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/foodteacherscentreuk
https://www.jamieoliver.com/inspiration/angry-mussels-3-ways/

GoKarting with Year 9
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Exciting Launch of the STEM on Track Club

We are thrilled to announce the launch of our STEM on Track Club, where a group of
enthusiastic Year 9 students are embarking on an exciting journey to build a Go Kart! This
handson project not only immerses our students in the fascinating world of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) but also allows them to apply theoretical
knowledge in a practical context. Through this initiative, students will develop critical
thinking and problerrsolving skills, which are essential for their future success.

As part of the project, students will engage in various online learning modules that cover key
topics in Maths and Science. Each week, they will explore engineering principles, teamwork
dynamics, and project management skills, all while working collaboratively to bring their Go
Kart to life. We believe that such practical experiences will enhance their motivation and
interest in STEM fields, which are increasingly vital in t@dap market.

To build excitement, we will keep you updated with a countdown leading up to the thrilling
test drive and finals. We encourage parents to get invotvedhether through volunteering

or attending the evert to foster a strong sense of community. Your support can make a
significant difference in enriching our studef¥slucational experiences!

Community Connections Through STEM

The Go Kart project is not just an educational initiative; it is a wonderful opportunity for our
school community to come together. We understand that parents and students alike value
practical learning experiences, and this project aligns perfectly with those interests. By
encouraging collaboration and innovation, we are not only preparing our students for future
challenges but also strengthening the ties within our community.

We are activelygeeking sponsorshippportunities to enhance this project further.

Community support can provide invaluable resources, allowing our students to access better
materials and tools for their Go Kart. We invite local businesses and families to consider
contributing to this exciting venture. Your involvement can help us create an enriching
learning environment that benefits all students at Wrenn School. So if you think you can
sponsor our Hoodie printingr pay the race day costsve'd love to hear from you!

As we move forward, we will share updates on the progress of the Go Kart and the skills our
students are developing along the way. We look forward to celebrating their achievements
together and showcasing the incredible work they are doing in the STEM on Track Club!






Interested in Sponsorship? Please contact:

Carmen.Lee@wrennschool.org.uk

Wellingborough School Art Competition



mailto:Carmen.Lee@wrennschool.org.uk




A brilliant night at the inaugural Wellingborough School Art Competition and Exhibition. Out
of 21 finalists (chosen from over 200 entries) 4 students were from Wrenn and Tabitha won
the GCSE category for her portrait of Lael. Bart, Holly and Lena all were awarded Highly
Commended certificates. A fantastic outcome!

Wellingborough Twinkle Light Swtoh

The Choir can pull a crowd! We hope all of those who joined us that day enjoyed the
performance and didn't get too wet. It certainly wasn't the ideal weather, but the songs
were certainly bringing the festive cheer.

Thank you Miss Zoboky and Mr Pearmain for accompanying the choir and organizing
everything!






